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WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, January 6, 190.

SIR: In connection with War Department letters of April 12 and
December 8, 1890, I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a
letter from the Quartermaster-General of the Army, dated November
21 last, calling attention to the proposed transfer of certain tempo-
rary buildings erected by the Government in the spring of 1898 for
hospital purposes on land adjacent to and owned by the Convent of
Mary Immaculate, at Key West, Fla.
The transfer above referred to was explained and recommended in

Department letter of December 8, above referred to, which is printed
in Doc. No. 175, Fifty-sixth Congress, second session, copy accom-
panying.
The importance of legislative authority to transfer the buildings,

the same to be received in full payment of all claims for rent and
damage growing out of the use and occupation of the premises by the
United States during the war with Spain is again called to the
attention of Congress, with request for early favorable action.

Very respectfully,
ELIIIII ROOT,

Secretary of War.

The SPEAICER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

•
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WAR DEPARTMENT;
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, November 21, 1901.
SIR: I have the honor to state that on April 12, 1900, and again on

December 8, 1900, the honorable the Secretary of War addressed a
communication to Congress requesting authority to transfer to the
Convent of Mary Immaculate, Key West, Fla., certain temporary
buildings erected by the Government during the war with Spain on
the land belonging to that convent. Congress failed to take any
action in the matter.
The mother superior, in writing concerning these buildings, stated

that she had been put to inconvenience and annoyance owing to the
fact that the status of these buildings was not fully fixed, and requested
that if the buildings were to be sold and moved they be taken from
the premises at once, and, in that event, asking for a certain amount
of rental.
These buildings are practically valueless, and in view of the services

rendered by the authorities and the individual sisters of this convent
during the Spanish-American war, and of the fact that no charge was
made for the use of their land, it is respectfully recommended that a
letter be addressed to Mother Superior to the 'effect that the Govern-
ment does not intend to remove these buildings, and they are at liberty
to make such use of them as they may desire; this permission to be
accepted in full settlement of all claims for rent or damages growing
out of the use and occupation of their premises by the United States.
If the honorable Secretary of War does not approve the above sug-

gestion, then it is recommended that Congress be again requested to
grant the necessary authority for the transfer of the buildings. Copy
of House Doc. No. 175, Fifty-sixth Congress, second session, inclosed.

Very respectfully,

The SECRETARY OF WAR.

M. I. LUDINGTON,
Quartermaster-General, U. S. A.

[House Doc. No. 175, Fifty-sixth Congress, second session.]

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, December 8, 1900.

SIR: In connection with War Department letter of April 12 last, I have the honor
to transmit herewith letter from the Quartermaster-General of the Army, dated
December 3 instant, submitting copies of correspondence concerning the proposed
transfer of certain temporary buildings erected by the Government in the spring of
1898 for hospital purposes on land adjacent to and owned by the Convent of Mary
Immaculate at Key West, Fla.
The importance of legislative authority to transfer the buildings, the same to be

received in full payment for all claims for rent and damage growing out of the use
and occupation of the premises by the United States, is respectfully called to the
attention of Congress with request for early favorable consideration in the matter.

Very respectfully,

The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
•

ELIHU ROOT,
Secretary of War.
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WAR DEPARTMENT,
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, December 3, 1900.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the accompanying copies of correspondence rela-

tive to the proposed transfer of certain temporary buildings erected by the Govern-
ment in the spring of 1898 for hospital purposes on land adjacent to and owned by
the Convent of Mary Immaculate, of Key West, Fla., the same to be in full payment
for all claims for damage to land or other property belonging to said convent conse-
quent upon the occupancy by the United States.
The subject, it will be seen, was presented by the Secretary of War April 12, 1900,

to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, a draft of the joint resolution con-
ferring upon the War Department the requisite authority in the premises being at
the time also transmitted.
No definite action having been taken thereon

' 
and the mother superior having

recently called attention to the case, with remark that unless the buildings referred
to were transferred or donated to the convent a charge of $20 per month would be
made for rent of the grounds since close of the war, about two years. jt is recom-
mended that the attention of Congress be again called to the subject, with request for
legislative authority to transfer the buildings, the same to be received in full settle-
ment of all claims for rent and damages growing out of the use and occupation of the
premises in question by the United States.

Respectfully, M. I. LUDINGTON,
Quartermaster-General, U. S. A.

The SECRETARY OF WAR.

CONVENT OF MARY IMMACULATE,
Key West, Fla., October 17, 1900.

DEAR SIR: On the 20th of March a letter from the Deputy Surgeon-General, to
whom I had written in regard to disposition of three buildings or sheds erected on
the convent grounds by the United States Government dqring the Spanish-American
war, informed me that he had that day referred my letter to you

; 
with the statement

that in his opinion the temporary structures above mentioned should be presented
to the Convent of Mary Immaculate at Key West, and that he had also recommended
prompt action according to my request. However, as I received no answer from you,
I now take the liberty to remind you of this subject, which much concerns us. I had
asked the Surgeon-General that these buildings should either be removed from our
grounds or officially donated to us. I stated that otherwise I should charge $20 per
month for rent of our ground since the closing of the war; that is for over two years
now. Having received no reply, I now renew my request.
Hoping that you may take this matter into consideration and favor me with a

prompt reply, which I am anxiously awaiting,
I remain, dear sir, yours, respectfully, Sr. M. FLORENTINE, Superior.

The QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL UNITED STATES ARMY,
War Department, Tfashington, D. C.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, April 1P', 1900.

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a communication addressed to the
Surgeon-General of the Army under date of March 13, ultimo, by the Mother
Superior of the Convent of Mary Immaculate, Key West, Fla., in which she requests
that certain temporary buildings erected by the Government in the spring of 1898,
for hospital purposes, on land adjacent to and owned by said convent, be transferred
to her, and expressed her willingness to accept the same in full payment for all
claims for damage to land or other property belonging to the convent consequent
upon its occupancy by the United States.
From the indorsement of the Quartermaster-General upon the letter of the Mother

Superior, it appears that the acceptance of her proffer would be advantageous to the
Government, and it is accordingly recommended that suQh legislation be enacted
as will authorize its acceptance by this Department.
A draft of ajoint resolution conferring upon this Department the requisite authority

in the premises is herewith inclosed.
Very respectfully, ELIHU ROOT,

Secretary of War.
The SPEAKER OF. THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
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[Second indorsement.]

MARCH 30, 1900.Respectfully submitted to the honorable the Secretary of War.
Upon the outbreak of the Spanish war, in the spring of 1898, Maj. W. R. Hall, sur-

geon, U. S. A., was sent to Key West, Fla., to establish a general hospital. On his
arrival there the Mother Superior of the Convent of Mary Immaculate turned over tohim the convent buildings, and also several school buildings, to be used for hospital
purposes, with the verbal understanding with him that the buildings, when theDepartment was through with them, should be put in substantially the same condi-tion that they were then. Subsequent to this it became necessary to erect a number
of cheap temporary buildings on land adjacent to and owned by the convent, which
had been prepared by them and used as a pasture. Major Hall, in an indorsement
of September 12, 1898, said:
"Further, I will add but for the great kindness and generosity of this Order it

would have been impossible to have established a proper hospital at Key West. The
entire amount of this claim, together with the money spent for buildings and alter-
ations, was a small sum compared to the good accomplished by a general hospital at
Key West, Fla., where men from both the Army and Navy were sent."
Upon relinquishing these buildings, they were, according to the terms of the

agreement, restored approximately to their former condition.
In reference to the pasture field on which some of the temporary b Aldings were

erected, the Mother Superior reported:
"The same is impaired on account of the buildings that were erected thereon, and

by the Government mules which were kept there. Therefore, I now request that
the said pasture field be put in the same condition as it was when taken. Should
the Government, however, decide upon leaving to us the buildings temporarily
erected for the hospital as isolation ward, then the damage done to our pasture field,
and thereby to our cattle, will be considered as covered."

It would have been a difficult matter to have put this field in its former condition
without further inconvenience and detriment to the convent. The building referred
to (an isolation ward) was of no further use to the Government. Its value is very
slight, and in view of the great services rendered by the convent and by the sisters,
it was thought but fair that the buildings should be left to them, as indicated in the
remarks of the mother superior above quoted. There was, however, some question
as to the propriety of giving this building outright. Therefore, it was directed that
this temporary isolation ward be left in the possession of the convent for the present,
this order dated September 22, 1898. It now appears from this letter from the
mother superior of the convent that she has been put to inconveniences and annoy-
ance for the reason that the status of these buildings is not fully fixed, and requests
that if the buildings are to be sold or removed that they be taken away from the
premises at once, and in that case asks the sum of $500 as compensation "for the
land we had willingly placed at the disposal of the Government for the time of the
Cuban war, but not for the twenty months that would follow," and she asks, in
addition to this, $20 per month, beginning "April 1, 1900, until the question is set-
tled." She also repeats again:
"If you should decide to give up the said buildings to our use, I shall consider the

debt canceled, and in this case I ask that you would be so kind as to send me a
paper officially stating the fact."
This claim for damages can not, it is understood, be settled legally without a

special act of Congress. The buildings in question are not required by the Govern-
ment and are of very little value, being rough and temporary in character. The
authorities and the individual sisters of this convent, from all that can be learned,
rendered great assistance to the Government, for which they have not demanded or
expected any compensation more than the replacing of their buildings in the same
condition in which they were received, and relinquish to them these temporary and
practically valueless buildings for the incidental damage done to their land and
cattle.
While, according to the strict letter of the law, there is no authority for the course,

I recommend, in order to definitely settle this very troublesome matter, that the
mother superior of this convent be informed that the War Department will relinquish
to her these temporary.buildings on condition that they are accepted in full payment
for all claims for damage to land or other property belonging to the convent.

M. I. LUDINGTON,
Quartermaster-General U. S. A.
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